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Dear BCPS Families, 
 
With summer school well under way and the start of the 2021-2022 school year quickly 
approaching, we are carefully monitoring COVID-19 infection rates. Baltimore County Public 
Schools staff receive and review on-going guidance from the federal and state leaders, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and various health experts. Our goal remains to provide a 
learning environment that minimizes health risks, maximizes attendance for all students, and aligns 
with best health practices. To achieve this goal, we are using the following strategies: 
 

• Remaining flexible: It is necessary that our plans remain fluid as the situation continues 
to change, while at the same time striving to provide as much consistency in planning as 
possible. 

• Monitoring the data: The trends in COVID-19 transmission are constantly changing and 
require ongoing review to identify trends and the insight to allow for pivotal 
responsiveness as we make necessary changes to adapt to these trends. 

• Consulting with experts: As we fine tune our plans by reviewing disease trends, the latest 
national and state guidance, and emerging research, we are fortunate to have partnerships 
with leading experts from the Baltimore County Department of Health, as well as from the 
University of Maryland and Johns Hopkins. Meetings are held weekly, as they have been 
throughout this public emergency, to allow for the insight necessary as we serve the 
constituents of Baltimore County Public Schools.  

• Reviewing updated guidance from federal and state leaders: We are reviewing the July 
updates from the CDC; we look forward to reviewing updated guidance from the Maryland 
Department of Health and the Maryland State Department of Education and will use these 
documents to inform and guide our plans.   

Some of the changes included in the CDC update include: 
 

• A new definition of close contact in schools that reflects findings from the 2020-21 school 
year on how protective masks are in preventing classroom transmission of COVID-19.  
Under this new definition, no quarantine is needed for classmates of a student with 
COVID infection as long as the students wore masks and stayed at least three (3) feet 
apart.  

• Encouragement that school districts adopt universal masking requirements for 
unvaccinated students. 

• Additional prevention strategies, including screening, testing, and promoting vaccination. 
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As a reminder, vaccination is currently the leading public health prevention strategy. 
Promoting vaccinations for students 12 and over, as well as staff members, can help schools safely 
return to in-person learning as well as extracurricular activities and sports. Parents of students aged 
12 and above are strongly encouraged to have their child vaccinated against COVID-19 before the 
school year.  COVID vaccine will protect the student, minimize lost days from school and provide 
a layer of protection for friends, family members and classmates. The vaccine is available in 
community pharmacies, doctor’s offices and at a number of neighborhood sites. The Baltimore 
County COVID-19 Vaccine Hub is a valuable resource pertaining to the COVID-19 vaccine. For 
those students under the age of 12 who are not eligible for vaccination at this time, guidance from 
the CDC emphasizes implementing layered prevention strategies (e.g., using multiple prevention 
strategies together consistently) to protect people who are not fully vaccinated, including students, 
teachers, staff, and other members of their households. 

We will continue to monitor trends in COVID-19 infections and review the on-going guidance 
received from federal and state leaders, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 
various health experts. When necessary, our COVID-19 mitigation plan will be updated as we 
strive to ensure that students may fully participate in learning in an environment that minimizes 
any risks brought forth by the global pandemic. In the event of changes to our mitigation plan we 
will provide immediate notification. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael J. Zarchin, Ed.D.    Deborah C. Somerville 
Chief of School Climate and Safety    Director of Office of Health Services 

 

https://coronavirusvaccineoutreach-bc-gis.hub.arcgis.com/
https://coronavirusvaccineoutreach-bc-gis.hub.arcgis.com/

